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The Cucurbita hybrids, usually used as cucurbit rootstocks, are susceptible to Meloidogyne. 
Its cultivation increases the nematode population densities at similar levels than ungrafted 
cucumber or melon crops, and higher 'Ievels than watermelon. Then, resistant cucurbit 
rootstocks are needed to be included in integrated nematode management strategies. The 
response of two Cucumis metuliferus, three Citrullus lanatus varo citroides, and one Citrullus 
colocynthis accessions against M. incognita and M. javanica was assessed in pot trials. 
Cucumber cV. Dasher II and watermelon cv. Sugar Baby were included as controls for 
comparison. At the end of the experiments, the reproduction index (IR) was calculated as 
percent of number of eggs per plant on each accession of C. metuliferus or Citrullus sp. 
relative to those produced on cucumber or watermelon, respectively. The response of each 
accession was classified according to Hadisoeganda and Sasser (1982). Both C. metuliferus 47 
accessions responded as highly resistant (IR between 1 and 4); two out of the three --­
accessions of C. lanatus varo citroides as highly resistant (IR between 3 and 7), and one as 
moderately resistant (IR = 9 against M. incognita, IR = 21 against M. javanica). The C. 
colocynthis accession responded as moderately resistant (IR = 34). 
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